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Tuppins Falls on the Campaspe River south of Barfold, 


Photo: Eric Wilkinson See article on pages 3-!, 


Cover design hy Graham Hill, 


EDITORIAL 


Your editor committed a tactical error in saying in print that he had 
more articles than he could use for the last few issues of Whirrakee. As I 
should have foreseen this hes reduced the flow of material, which is not 
quite what I had in mind! So please put those pens to paper, or fingers 
to typewriter. With spring almost here there should be many observations 
worth recording, 


DEADLINE for copy for Whirrakee Vol. 1(8) is Wed. 27th August. 
TYPING ASSISTANCE REQUIRED 


Diane Hill, our regular typist, will be on holidays during the period when 
the next issue is under production. Anyone able to assist , or knowing of 
anyone who can, please contact me on 46 8736,at the August meeting or 
after the 25th August, when I return from my own holiday. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 


COMMITTEE MEETING OF 28th JULY 
Summary of main action/items of interest. 


1. Submission on L.C.C. North Central Recommendations. No decision was 
reached on the final form of the clubs submission on the Whipstick, and a 
special committee meeting has been arranged for Mon.1lth August to allow 
discussion at a reasonable hour rather than after midnight! 


2. The Conservation Council of Victoria has urged the B.F.N.C. to avail 
itself of the opportunity to make a submission on the Bendigo Creek Improvement 
Trust to the Public Bodies Review Committee when it visits Bendigo on the 

12th September. It was agreed to arrange an excursion to inspect representative 
parts of the Bendigo Creek on Sunday August 31st to aid in compiling 

such a submission. 


3. Further discussion was held on the Photoflora '80 Review. No comment 
hac been received from members in response to the request in the July 
"Whirrakee", It was decided to reply indicating support for Photoflora'’82, 
and to outline reasons for low attendance at this years' Bendigo screening, 
with particular emphasis on the lack of co-operation of The Bendigo 
Advertiser in not giving requested publicity to supplement our paid 
advertisement, 


u, Jackass Flat Nature Trail Sub-committee. Ian MacBean agreed to serve on 
this sub-committee, A list of six names was drawn up of club members who 
have either previously expressed interest, or were believed to have an 
interest, and they will be asked to serve on the sub-committee, 


5. Further enquiries are to be made concerning alternative ways of 
duplicating "Whirrakee". 

6. A letter has been sent to Fisheries and Wildlife asking for a speaker 
on native fish for the November meeting. 


7. Membership fees for 1980/81 will be reviewed at the August committee 
meeting. 

8. It was decided that there was insufficient time to organise the bus 
tour for the public to see the Whirrakee Wattle flowering mentioned in the 
July Committee report. 


NEW MEMBERS : Allan and Mary Young, McKenzie St, West, Kangaroo Flat. 
Eva Horsey, 56 Michie St., Bendigo, 


TURPINS FALLS AND THE CAMPASPE LAVA. FLOWS 
by Eric Wilkinson. 


_ Our cover photo this month is of Turpins Falls on the Campaspe River, 
one of the two waterfalls visited on the club's July excursion. These falls 
drop over the same basalt flow as Mitchell's Falls in Barfold Gorge, several 
kilometres downstream. The reason why the Campaspe River has had to cut its 
way down through the same basalt flow twice over makes an interesting story, 
which I will attempt to explain with a minimum of geological detail. 


Before the Upper Miocene period there were no basalt flows in the 
Campaspe valley. Enough of the old valley is preserved beneath these flows 
for us to be able to form a picture of what the ancestral Campaspe valley 
was like, based on exposures of the old valley floor at the base of the 
basalt flows. We can visualise a wide, valley of relatively gentle topography, 
except for the stream itself, which was incised a little more sharply, 
flowing within a fairly narrow channel cut into the floor of the old valley. 
This was due to the fact that uplift of the Victorian highlands had commenced 
and the ancestral Campaspe had begun to deepen its valley, When uplift occurs, 
streams flow faster down a steepened gradient, and have increased erosive 
power, 


At about seven million years ago, in the Upper Miocene period, volcanoes 
began to erupt in the Woodend-Kyneton area. The earliest of these produced 
rather fiscous, trachytic type lavas, which did not flow any great distance, 
but formed instead small lava domes, such as the Jim Jim, or mamelons, such 
as Hanging Rock. Petrologists classify lavas into types ranging from arid 

to ultra basic, based on a decreasing percentage of silica. These first 
eruptions were of the more viscous, trachytic type of lava, more acidic than 
the basaltic types which followed, which are more fluid. Among the first of 
these more fluid types of lava was an oligoclase basalt which flowed for 
many kilometres down the ancestral Campaspe, reaching at least as far as 
Barfold Gorge, where it is now exposed as the lowest of the succession of 
lava flows seen in the gorge. The relentless advance of this relatively fast 
moving lava destroyed the vegetation along the ancestral valley, and buried ~ 
the river sands and gravels as a "deep lead", 


Following an interval long enough for the river to establish a new 
course, and begin to erode the first flow, and for soil to form on the 
basalt surface, a second eruption of the source volcano or volcanoes sent 
another lava flow down the now partly lava filled Campaspe valley. This was 
an anorthoclase trachy-basalt which is the bottom flow seen at Turpins 
Falls, and the second lowest at Barfold. The present Campaspe River drops 
over this flow at Turpins Falls, and again at Mitchells Falls in Barfold 
Gorge. This is the flow with all the best examples of basalt columns at 
Barfold, It buried the first one, and spread a little wider in the old valley. 


After another interval of time long enough for erosion and soil 
formation there was an eruption of faster moving, more fluid, olivine basalt 
which buried the earlier flows, and spread out to widths of up to two 
kilometres or more in the old valley. This flow was followed by a second 
outpouring of olivine basalt which spread even wider. These two upper flows 
are clearly seen at Turpins Falis and Barfold Gorge, and can be traced at 
least as far as Axedale. The uppermost flow can be followed to Avonmore 
between Goornong and Elmore, where it is buried under about 70 metres 
thickness of alluvial sediment. A sample from the Axedale Quarry was 
radiometrically dated by the Potassium/Argon method as being 6.95 +/- 

0.7 million years in age. This succession of lava flows is an example of 
"magmatic differentiation" with time, showing a progression from more acidic 
basalt types to the more basic olivine basalt. The source: volcano or volcanoes 
can not be identified with certainty, but Green Hill between Metcalfe and 
Kyneton is a prime suspect as being one of the likely sources. 


uy 
TURPINS FALLS AND CAMPASPE LAVA FLOWS continued 


The greatest thickness of this succession of lavas is about 75 metres 
(250 feet). 


After each eruption the Campaspe River had to establish a new course, 
but for the geological history of Turpins Falls we are really only concerned 
with what happened after the final eruption. By the time the lava cooled, . 
there was a newly formed, linear lava plain, probably relatively smooth, 
but with enough irregularities to influence the course of the river. In the 
textbook situation the water flowing down the lava filled valley finds it 
easiest to erode along both margins of the hard lava, as twin lateral streams. 
The softer bedrock of the old valley wears away and the hard lava is left as 
a long, linear plateau or lava residual between a pair of streams flowing 
in valleys at the margins, A very Fine local example is the lava residual 
or plateau between the Coliban and Campaspe Rivers which is followed by the 
road from Redesdale to Metcalfe Pool. ; 


However, the Campaspe does not conform to the textbook situation through- 
out its course, and it is evident that the new lava plain was broad enough, 
with enough depressions, to encourage the new river to establish a wandering 
course, sometimes on one edge or the other, and sometimes crossing the lava 
plain from one side to the other then back again, Erosion was accelerated 
by the general uplifting of the highlands during and after the volcanic 
eruptions. This accelerated erosion migrates upstream, the point where the 
new stream profile cuts into the old being called a nick point, which is 
often represented by a waterfall. Waterfalls are not static, as they migrate 
upstream with time, although this has to be viewed in the context of the 
geological time scale rather than a human life span. The Campaspe River has 
three nick points marked by waterfalls, namely Mitchells Falls, Queens Falls 
(both at Barfold) and Turpins Falls. : 


Erosion in the Turpins Falls area cut through the top lava flow a 
very long time ago. By the time the river had cut through the second flow, 
the scarp along the edge of the top flow had retreated further from the 

river to give a stepped appearance to the sides of the gorge. This can be 
seen clearly from the viewing platform on the track on the way down to the 
base of the falls, the base of each step being a flow boundary. The falls 
are a vertical drop of about 15 metres controlled by vertical jointing 
in the basalt of the bottom lava flow, and the columns formed by this 
jointing can be clearly seen in the sides of the gorge and the face of 
the falls, The top of the falls is below the top of this flow, because — 
the river has eroded down to a prominent horizontal layer or joint plane 
within the flow, 


The viver has cut right through the basalt into the Ordovician bedrock 
at Turpins Falls, and flows as a west lateral stream along the edge of the 
basalt to Barfold, where it flows back on to the basalt plain. The gradient 
to the north of the lava plain between Turpins Falls and Barfold is greater 
than the gradient of the river in thé Ordovician bedrock, and the river is 
able to re-enter the basalt plain where it was originally deflected by a 
westward projecting tongue of lava at the base of higher hills of Ordovician 
bedrock, In Barfold Gorge the river has had to cut its way down through the 
basalt flows to the Ordovician bedrock all over again, becoming an east 
lateral stream below Pipers Creek junction. This is an example of a super- 
imposed stream, where the river has been trapped in a geologically illogical 
course because of its "choice" of course before uplift. -t 


eetlre can be seen then that knowledge of the geological history of the 
Campaspe River contributes to a better appreciation of both Turpins. Falls 
and Barfold Gorge. In a future issue I will describe Barfold Gorge in more 
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_ FEEDING THE. BIRDS AT MAIDEN GULLY — 
by Tom Patullo. 


Each. winter since we moved to Maiden Gully we have fed the native 
birds. We soon realised that we would have to exclude the greedy Magpies 
from the feed table if the smaller birds were to have any chance at all. 


This we did by making a wire cage-work. over the. table with mesh large 
enough to let in the birds up to the size of the Grey Thrush, but small 
enough to keep the Magpies out, We are often amused at the antics and HI 
stretching on the part of the Magpies, all to no avail, 


We just scatter the grain for the seed eaters on the open ground and | ; 
have had visits from a number of these birds, On a count we have had 
approximately fourty Peaceful Doves, fourteen Bronzewings, half a dozen 
Green grass parrots, a couple of Rosellas, a number ad Zebra finches and < a 
pair of Diamond fire-tail” finches, 


The list for the meat-eaters. is. a Grey. currawongy Grey shrike eneee 
Yellow robins, Crested bell birds, Eastern shrike tits, and the prize of the 
lot today, a Golden whistler accepted a morsal from our table, The Golden 
whistler comes round our area every winter and made his first apps arence 
for this year today June 18th, 
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NATURE DIARY | 
: . by Graham Hi11. 
August is a good month to get out to see things in the bush and in 
particular the Wattles. Most are at their peak this month, _ See how many you 
can find from the following list: | Sere 


Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia RTO TORN) 
Golden Wattle (Acacia pyenantha) 
Spreading Wattle . (Acacia senistifolia) 
Gold-dust Wattle (Acacia acinacea) 

Hedge Wattle . ... (Acacia.armata) . 
Ploughshare Wattle | . (Acacia gunnii). 

Round leaf Wattle . (Acacia rotundifolia) | 
Bent-leaf Wattle (Acacia flexifolia) 
Ausfeld's Wattle (acacia ausfeldii) 

Other plants elogenine are: 

Paipy Wax Flower (Eriostemon verrucosus ) 
Sarsparilla : (Hardenbergia violacea) 
Sticky Boronia (Boronia anemonifolia) 
Cherry Ballart (Exocarpus cupressiformis) 
Mountain Grevillea (Grevillea alpina) 

Tall Greenhood ; (Pterostylis longifolia) 


It should be known that all native orchids are on the protected list OF 
wildflowers’ and must not be picked, 


Another wattle, although not native to this area, mae is very common, is the 
Cootamundra Wattle (Acacia baileyana). This wattle is very beautiful with ~ 
its silver-grey foliage and masses of golden blooms. 


ste veo %& te ve 


foe ete ke te om 


6. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP EXCURSION TO MT. ALEXANDER, SPOTLIGHTING 
FOR MAMMALS, 5th JULY 1980. rae 


Apologies are due to those people who were keen to do some astronomy. 
However this time of year is a bit chancy for star-gazing, and we will have 
a session on astronomy next year at the right time (during autumn). 
Also in view of this, it was decided to go spotlighting for mammals in a more 
promising location than the Kamarookae Forest. 


Five families, and a few extra bodies gave us a good turnout. We had 
a barbeque dinner in the shelter at the Koala Reserve car-park, and moved 
off at about 6.30 pm. Conditions were excellent: it was reasonably still and 
not too cold. 


The area in and around the Koala Reserve comprises an association of 
mature and very large-crowned Manna Gum (Eucalyptus viminalis) with some 
Messmate Stringybark (E. obliqua). There are many hollows for animals in these 
magnificent trees, Two other common trees, both acacias, are Black Wattle 
and Blackwood. Of the latter, there are several very old specimens. Being on 
a granite mountain, there are large granite outcrops with luxurious carpets 
of mosses and lichens. 


Our first mammal was a tiny Sugar Glider in a Black Wattle right on the 
track, It jumped from branch to branch higher up into the tree, raising 
expectations that it would glide. From then on, we saw quite a few Brush- 
tailed Possums, whose eyes shine like lamps in a spotlight. 

Two energetic and slightly maniacal members spotted a yound Eastern Grey 
Kangaroo, and attempted to dazzle and catch it (for scientific purposes 

of course - what else?). However they were unable to run it to ground, and 
when it doubled back right past the crowd , there were cries of "Why didn't 
you grab it, etc. etc, ... ?!, 


A koala was also spotted, believe it or not, in the reserve. A short 
tour was made through the pine plantation, where Brush-tailed Possums are 
apparently numerous when the pines are in flower. However, flowering was not 
at a peak, but there was one possum in a pine tree, and quite a garden of 
fungi. 


Back at the shelter, a young Sugar Glider was cornered in a rubbish bin, 
and caught, It's quite easy really - this one was so intent on getting a good 
grip with its extremely sharp teeth, that you had plenty of time to get a 
good hold, The animal also has very fine sharp claws. On examination, this 
one, protesting angrily, proved to be a female, having a neat sideways - 
opening pouch, 


The only animal not seen was the Tuan, but perhaps there was rather 
too much noise for that. 


by John Lindner. 
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TREE OF LIFE The next time you're gasping for air, head for the nearest 
tree, According to the National Parks and Wildlife Foundation it requires two 
hectares of forest to produce oxygen for one person. And 30 hectares of forest 
are destroyed every minute, Australia is only five percent forest, compared 
with Canada's 35 percent and Japan's 40 percent, If the oceans, the other 

big source of oxygen, dry up we'll be in real trouble. 


THE ROSELLA PARROTS: EASTERN ROSELLA, Platycercus eximius 
and CRIMSON ROSELLA, Platycercus elegans 


Bendigo Bird Observers Group "Bind of the Night" Discussion 2nd May 1980. 
Compiled by Bill Flentje. 


The Crimson Rosella is also called Mountain Lowry. It includes the forms known 
as the Yellow Rosella, and Adelaide Rosella'which are classed as sub-species. 


CALLS Both species have a similar range of calls varying from single bell 
like notes repeated, to noisy chattering, and loud alarm notes, The Eastern 
Rosella calls are generally of a higher pitch than the Crimson Rosella. 


APPEARANCE: Eastern Rosellas are brilliantly coloured with red, white, yellow, 
green, blue and black. The sexes are similar, except that the deep red 
colouration which is conspicuous on the head and chest of the male bird, is 
somewhat lacking and less well defined on the female bird. Immature birds 
have less red colour on the head and chest than the female birds, and other 
colours are also duller, Adult plumage is attained after the first moult 
when over 12 months old, 

Crimson Rosellas sexes are alike but male birds are slightly 
larger. The true crimson rosella is mainly deep red on the body with blue 
cheeks and tail, and blue, black and red on the wings and back. Immature 
birds are lacking in red colour except’on the forehead, and are Rey, olive 
green and blue, 


HABITAT Eastern rosellas occur throughout most of the Bendigo District! 
including the City streets and suburban gardens. They are more common in the 
open woodland areas. Nests have been located in Bendigo street trees. 

Crimson rosellas are usually found in the southern and eastern 
parts of the District. On rare occasions they have been sighted in the 
Whipstick and Marong areas. A pair of birds has been recorded nesting at 
Maiden Gully. They appear to prefer, however, areas of higher rainfall, 
mountain country, or river vegetation, 


FOOD Both species feed on seeds, blossoms, nectar, insects and their larvae, 
native fruits, and cultivated fruit. Both species have been observed to feed 
on Irish Tree Strawberry fruit. 


BREEDING Both species begin breeding in August or September and may continue 
to January. i 

The nest is usually a hollow in a tree or dead stump, often high up, but 
several eastern rosella nests have been found at or below ground level. No 
additional material is added to the nest hollow. Eggs are white or cream and 
vary from 3 to 8 in number, Incubation lasts 20 to 21 days and only the female 
sits on the eggs, Male and female both feed the young. The female sits very 
closely on the eggs and is difficult to disturb. The newly hatched young 

are without feathers. Some observations indicated that the young birds are 

fed at about 7 minute intervals but other observers reported intervals of 
several hours between visits of parent birds to feed the young. It also 
appeared that the female visited less frequently than the male to feed the 
young, and the female was more timid than the male when an intruder was present. 
During the incubation period the male calls the female out from the nest about 
1 hour before sunset - if no danger is apparent - and both go off to feed 
together. The female returns to the nest just before dark, The male does not 
feed the female when she is incubating or brooding. Young Eastern rosellas are 
ready to leave the nest in 30 - 31 days, Crimson rosellas in about 35 days. 
The young birds remain with the parents for another month before being 
abandoned. 

Rosellas repeatedly use the same nest hollows in successive ‘seasons. 

Eastern rosellas and red-rumped parrots have been observed nesting in separate 
nest hollows in the same tree. It is also reported that artificial hollows 
have often been used by Eastern rosellas. 
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THE ROSELLA PARROTS continued 


GENERAL Flocking occurs in March or April. Young birds stay in flocks for 
about 15 months before gaining adult plumage and mating. Young Eastern 
rosellas stay with the parent birds for several months before disbanding and 
flocking occurs. 20 to 30 birds have been observed in flocks. 

Observations at O'Reillys' in Queensland indicate large numbers of Crimson 
rosellas seen - all in adult plumage, no immatures whereas in Bendigo 
District most flocks of Crimson rosellas contain a high proportion of 
immature birds, 

When birds are in flocks, they are often seen in areas where they are not: 
present when breeding. . 

A report of Western rosellas at Manjamup in Western Australia indicated a 
flock feeding on hawthorn berries, 

Yellow rosellas were reported to be common along the Murray River, and 
Edwards River at Deniliquin and up to Menindee. There are several forms, - 
greenish colouration, a form with white cheeks, and a form with blue cheeks. 
Pale-headed rosella common at Bundaberg in Queensland, often feeds on 
Casuarina seeds (River Oak), Also occur from Atherton to Cooktown and along 
the Palmer river, 

Suggested predators BNE foxes, cats, goannas, snakes, hawks, humans and 
"orchadists". 

The name Rosella is aspenently derived from the early name of Rosehill 
parakeet which earlier applied to the Eastern rosella. 

No doubt the Rosella brand of tomato sauce has made the Eastern rosella 
familiar to many Australians for over half a century. 

It was reported that Research Scientist J.Le Gay Brereton found that the 
Eastern rosella used 25 different calls, the Crimson rosella 21, Budgerigar 8 
and the King Parrot only 4, 
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Goomboorian, ; 
via Gympie. 4570. 
ter Hae 24..7..80 
‘The Secretary, 
Bendigo F.N.C., 
P.O.Box 396, Bendigo. 


Dear Sir, ; y 

Recently I received. the Redvers J.Eddy Medallion which was awarded 

to my Azure Kingfisher slide in Photoflora '80, . 
What a splendid award it is. I consider it one of the finest I 

have won in over 20 years exhibiting in National and International Exhibitions. 
_ Thank you for enclosing the biography of the outstanding person 

whose memory it honours, Please pass on.to the members of the Bendigo F.N.C. 

my sincere appreciation of the Medallion. 


‘Yours sincerely, 


Cyril Webster. 


PHOTOFLORA REVIEW 


The response from members to the request for comments on Photoflora '80 

in Whirrakee Vol. 1 (6) was not exactly overwhelming - nil in fact! 

If any member does have any thoughts on the matter, please pass, them on to 
a Committee member as soon as possible. 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo. 


As Spring is almost here, and thoughts of many gardeners will be turning 
to the planting of Natives, it seems an opportune time to discuss methods of 
approaching this job. 


Although I prefer to plant natives in Autumn, I guess that there are a 
lot planted in the Spring, so lets discuss a few points. 


There is much to be said for buying your plants as small seedlings in 
tubes, such as are put out by the Forrests Commission, They are cheaper, and 
sometimes: I think they soon catch up with the more advanced plants we buy. 
from the nurseries, Nevertheless many people buy more advanced plants, I 
have’ bought many myself, There is one thing to keep in mind when buying plants, 
and that is, do not buy a plant that has been in the pot too long. More 
about this later in-this article, 


Having bought our plant and decided where to plant it, we then turn to the 
preparation of ground etc. By this time we would have considered what size it 
will be when it reaches full growth, and whether the ground and climatic _ 
conditions are suitable. If you have deep top soil your task is easy, just 
plant your tree to the same depth as it was in the pot, and water it in. 

As you are planting your tree in the Spring, keep in mind that the hot 

Summer and possibly a dry Autumn are to follow, so the youngster must not be 
allowed to dry out. Slow trickle, or drip watering, is best. 

I am afraid however that in our area we do not get off so easily, especially 
if we are planting out in new ground, Many of us do not have deep top soil, 

as our clay is only two or three inches. under the surface. To just dig a Nore 
in the clay to put the plant in is only making a sump in which the water will 
collect and probably drown the plant, Most natives must have good drainage, 
How then do we overcome the problem?” 

One way is by. the use of rock walls and built up gardens, I will discuss these 
in.a later article, Another method, used by farmers with heavy equipment _ 
available, when planting windbreak and shelter trees, solves the problem by 
chisel eictine and working up long furrows , preferably on the contour :=but 
back to our Native Garden, - 

The method I use is as follows. Take one spit, or digeing’ with the shovel, 
over about a square yard and place the soil on one side. Then with a pick, 

or crowbar loosen up the clay as deep as you can, (in some cases the hole may 
have to be soaked to do this), replace the surface soil you had put to one 
side, then tip a good barrow toad of bush litter, if available, compost, or 
good garden soil over the dug area. Sprinkle about a handful of blood and 
bone over the area and turn it over to the full depth of the digging fork, 
mixing it thoroughly. If a little clay comes to: the surface, don't worry, 
just break it Be with the fork. her proceed to plant as’ before, and water it 
in. 

You will find that the addition of the barrow load of euody soil has raised 
the level of the ground a little. This has the advantages of firstly, giving 
us enough depth to plant our tree in, and secondly, it improves drainage, 

as any surplus water can soak away in the broken clay at the bottom of the 
hole where the roots can go down into the now moist sub-soil, Again I wish to 


stress, do not let the young plant dry out. 


When buying an advanced plant do be careful not to buy one that has 
been in the pot too long. This brings us to the question, "Do I tease out 
the roots before planting?' No. I claim that it is unwise to disturb the 
roots of native plants. If the roots need teasing out, then the damage is 
already done, the plant has been in the pot too long. This has caused the 
roots to wand round nnd round the pot, a condition which cannot be rectified 
without drastic root damage, and whether you tease out the roots or not, the 
plant will probably die. 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


The ideal time to plant out is when the roots have just reached the pot 
wall just nicely filling the ball of earth and so are ready to take off into 
‘their new environment, but the new plant must be watered in immediately, 
as this eliminates air space and brings the new soil into contact with the 
roots. 


Another much debated question, 'Do I stake the young tree?" Yes, stake 
them while they are young. Make the hole, drive the stake in, then plant the 
tree beside it. The argument against staking is that the young tree will not 
develop wind resistance if tied to a stake. The argument for, is that if not 
staked, the wind will cause the young tree to work at ground level, thus 
causing serious root damage, often killing the tree. 

I consider the solution lies in the method of tying. Your stake needs to be at 
least two thirds the height of the tree, At about this height, with thick 
string or an old nylon stocking, tie a clove hitch round the stake. This will 
prevent the tie from sliding down the tree, then tie a loose loop around the 
tree so that the stem is surrounded and supported by two inch circle, This 
loose loop allows the stem to flex in the breeze, thus building up resistance 
to the wind, but does not allow the stem to work at ground level. 


Please note: erratum, p.10, Whirrakee Vol.1 (6). 
Pultensea should read Pultenaea,. 


WHAT IS CONSERVATION? 


The only response to the request from the Committee for members! thoughts on 
"What is Conservation?! was the following contribution from Jack Kellam. 


"Conservation is making the best possible use of our natural resources for 
the maintenance and well-being of the people as a whole; and at the same time 
taking care to maintain the delicate natural balance of the ecological system 
so that future generations may also be able to use and enjoy our natural 
heritage." 


NOTE: 1, The alternative to the above is the rapid exploitation of our 
natural resources for the benefit of a few, and the destruction of 
the eco-system for all time. 


2, Natural resources are basically land and all that is contained on 
or within that land, including plants, animals, minerals, important 
scenic and geological features, rain and sunshine (climate), 
fossils, etc, — ‘ i 


3. The proper use of private lands is also important. Misuse in the 
past has converted much of northern Victoria into semi-desert 
conditions, and increased the salinity of our greatest river 
system. (Take away the trees and what do we get??? - SALT ) 


J.W.Kellam. 13.6.80. 


The Committee hopes that publication of the above may stimulate other members 
to put pen to paper, and to submit their own views on "What is Conservation?" 


ll. 
BIRD OBSERVATIONS 


A discussion of the observations’ POMERESS at the Bird Observers eee 
meeting of 4th July 1980. 


A cattle egret was reported from. Inglewood, where it was seen in the 
company of herons and ibis in a paddock, When white man came to Australia, — 
the cattle egret was not present. A small number were introduced to northern 
Australia in an effort to control cattle ticks. Some years later, cattle 
egrets were reported elsewhere in Australia, but it was not ascertained — 
whether these were the introduced population, or whether the cattle egret 
spread of its own accord from Asia. In quite recent times the cattle egret 
has appeared and rapidly spread in south-eastern Australia. It is now common 
in some parts. This Inglewood record is one of only a very few records for the 
Bendigo district. However, we can probably expect to see more of this bird 
in the future. Keep an eye out for an egret with a short neck, which normally 
feeds in open paddocks and near cattle, 


Spring is on the way, believe it or not! Quite a few species will begin 
to breed shortly. These include magpies, ye Cv De thornbills and yellow 
vobins, 


Another early starter .in breeding is che wedge-tailed eagle,. 
One was seen carrying a stick in its beak to its nest high in the Big Hill 
Range. The wedge-tailed eagle has declined in numbers around Bendigo in the 
last 30 years and is now rather uncommon. It is ghana that coe care may 
have contributed to this decline. 


The scaly thrush is also known as. the “ground or mountain thrush. 
This quiet and cryptically marked bird is a denizen of densely vegetated 
cullies of cooler parts of Victoria. A few birds: are thought to be resident 
at Mt. Alexander. Reports from other drier parts of the Bendigo area are very. 
unusual, however. A pe DOULS of three were ig pega from a gully in the Big Hill 
Range. 


The noxious weed, onion grass (Romulea rosea) is a favored food of the 
cockatoo family, who may 'plough up' a paddock in. their efforts to obtain the 
bulbs. A flock of about 150 galahs in the Strathfieldsays area have been 
feeding on this plant, It was noted that the flock seemed to wait until the 
day warmed up before going down to feed, starting later on colder days. 


Most quail live in: grasslands, stubble or swamps. However, Bendigo's 
most common quail, the painted quail, is a versatile forest dweller, living 
in open grassy forests, tussock grass forests, forests with a dense undershrub 
layer, as well. as in mallee scrub, Members reported a number of these birds 
from a variety of these habitats. The painted quail is a large quail with a 
call that is difficult to separate from the resonant 'oom oom! call of a 
bronzewing pigeon, 


Out of the breeding season, some birds form lane flocks. The autumn 
flocking behaviour of white-winged choughs was discussed in the May edition 
of Whirrakee. A winter flocking bird is the striated pardalote. The eastern 
striated and striated subspecies gather together into roaming groups and are 
sometimes joined by spotted and yellow-rumped pardalotes, The yellow-tipped 
subspecies of the striated pardalote, which ig a Tasmanian breeder, also 
visits Bendigo MET Sone but does not normally mix with the other 
pardalotes. 


How far wouth of needle is the eidenecapped robin maine ity found? - 
There are occasional records of them as far south as the You Yangs near 
Werribee, but most Bendigo records are north of the city. One male was 
reported from Mandurang South, where they are rarely seen. 


12, 
BIRD OBSERVATIONS continued 


The casual observer could confuse the little cuckoo shrike with a 
juvenile black-faced cuckoo shrike, or vice versa. However, each has a 
characteristic call. Around Bendigo, the little cuckoo shrike is not 
common, odd pairs being seen near forested areas, Several pairs were reported 
from Mandurang South and Faraday. odd “aa 


A spotted quail thrush was reported from the forest near Kennington, 
and another was flushed off a roadside at Mandurang South. These shy birds 
did not give good views when persued on foot by observers. It is the quiet 
and extremely furtive nature of the quail thrush rather than rarity that 
causes this bird to be infrequently reported. They live mainly in tussocky 
or rocky forests. — 


ek od kek ke koe 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


The July meeting of the Mammal Survey Group was held at the home of Graham 
Hill. 


Topic of the night was a film shown by John Berry, called "On the tnack of 
unknown animals", This film included fascinating old newsreel footage of a 
Thylacine in Hobart Zoo, but was mainly concerned with a review of sightings 
in Victoria of supposed thylacine like animals. 


The Group has received two Elliot traps which are part of the orders of new 
traps to be purchased with the recent grant from the Ingram Trust. 20 wire 
Cage traps have yet to be received, The Group has also purchased a spring 
balance and a Vernier caliper for the purpose of weighing and measuring 
trapped mammals before release, 


The Group discussed the L.C.C, Proposed Recommendations and drew up some 
submissions to put to the main club at the special meeting on 22nd July. 


The next meeting will be held at the home of Rob and Cynthia Watkins in 

Marnie Rd, Kennington on 21st August starting at 7.30 pm. . 
The topic will be slides of the fossils found in the tar pits of San Francisco, 
America, shown by Mrs Edith Oakes. wd : ; 


by Anne Speechley, 
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WELCOME SOUND 


For those people like me that are waiting patiently for the long warm days’ 
of Summer, I have good news. On Tuesday the 5th August, before sunrise 

I heard a loud melancholy whistle rising up the scale and immediately 
recognized the distinctive call of the Pallid Cuckoo (Cuculus pallidus) - 
"The Harbinger of Summer". He is one of the earliest spring arrivals from 
northern Australia and hopefully he will bring the warmer weather with him. 


by Graham Hill. 
he kk kk kot 


13. 
BENDIGO HEARING OF PUBLIC BODIES REVIEW COMMITTEE, 12th SEPT. 1980. 
REAEESO BEARING OF PUBLIC BODIES REVIEW COMMITTEE, 12th SEPT. 1980. 


The following letter from the Conservation Council of Victoria explains the 
significance of the above hearing. The pager ound information referred to can 
be viewed by contacting Ian MacBean, ~ 


THE SECRETARY. 
Dear Sig/Madam, 


The Public Bodies Review Committee was established by the Victorian Government 
earlier this year to review the performance of the phenomenal number of 
government and: semi-government bodies.in Victoria. - 


The first group of bodies to be investigated in a series of hearings are: 


State Rivers & Water Supply Commission Sewage Trusts/Authorities 
Water Trusts/Authorities — Tor eeaaee (ieusts /Authorivies 
*River Improvement Trusts 


The review takes the form of a’series of public needa throughout Victoria 
at which any member of the general public can give evidence. 


THESE PUBLIC HEARINGS ARE OF VITAL IMPORTANCE. The performance of e.g. 
River Improvement Trusts in the past have been lamentable and the Government 
in this first review is eaying people the chance to contribute to improving 
those trusts, 


The Conservation Council will ay meee a oe ren Bubatecion through our 
River Improvement expert, Reg. Johnson, but may I urge you to regard this 
matter with the utmost importance and to give SV Ceuce at your LOCAL hearing 
if you can, 

There will be an announcement in your local hil as approxinately one month 
before the hearing. ; 


In conclusion, Ab hope you are able toattend these hearings and if you’ 
require assistance with evidence etc, please don't hesitate eS the 
Council, 


I have enclosed copies of background information on the Public Review 
Committee and the Council will endeavour to eee you informed on future 
reviews, cis 


Thank you for your time. 
Yours sincerely, 


"GEOFF WESCOTT (Director) - 


The Committee decided at its July meeting that this would be an opportunity 
to make a submission on the Bendigo Creek Improvement Trust. An excursion/ 
inspection of representative parts of Bendigo Creek is to be held on Sunday 
August 3lst to aid in compiling a submission. | 


EQUIPMENT INVENTORY 


Members are reminded that the Committee is compiling an inventory of all 
B,F.N.C. equipment for insurance purposes. Please give Ian MacBean details 
of any item(s) of club property you are eet if you have not already 
done so, 
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The following letter from Ian McCann of Stawell is reproduced for the 
information of members, especially those who may be interested in future tours. 


Dear Secretary, 


Re: Coach, Camping Safari Tours for Naturalists 


A full complement have booked to make the 15 day, Central Australian Safari 
leaving on the 26th July, 1980, and the feed back from the initial prospectus 
distribution indicates that success for these tours is assured, 


However, it has also indicated that many interestéd people have already made 
plans and commitments for the coming spring and summer, consequently, it has 
been decided to abandon the 23 day Cairns - Atherton Tablelands tropical 
safari and the 15 day Tasmanian tour originally planned for October, 1980 
and February, 1981 respectively, These will be re-scheduled later, 


The prospectus with itineraries for.the 1981 tours is being prepared and 
copies will be forwarded for distribution as soon as they are available. 
They are:- (1) 23 day Birdsville Track - Arnhemland - Kimberleys - Tanami 
Desert Track safari in June, 1981 - tariff $4653 and 
(2) 15 day Lamington National Park rainforest - campout in 
September - tariff $310. 


Interest in both of these tours is strong and early bookings are advisable 
as the maximum passenger complement is 34 


A cheque for $400 plus will be paid to the Western Victoria Field Naturalists 
Clubs Association for the A,C,Beauglehole Publishing Fund in August. 


Even if the requested Government support for the publishing of the Vascular 
Plant Lists for the remaining Land Conservation Council study areas is 
forthcoming further funds will be needed to bring this project, the most 
important and ambitious ever undertaken by the Association, to fruition, 


Kingston's Tours are experienced operators, their coaches and equipment are 
first-class, the tours are tailor-made for naturalists and the tariffs are 
more than competitive, 
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STUART MILL CAMPOUT Sept.12th - 14th, 


A booking has been made of the Church of England Camp at Stuart Mill for the 
Friday and Saturday nights of this weekend. The camp is right on the main 
road in Stuart Mill and not at all hard to find, 


There are three dormitary bungalows which can accommodate up to 40 people on 
beds and mattresses varying in quality from good to a few of "I wouldn't 
want to sleep on that" type. eh atric! ¥ 
Unless excursion attendance records are broken, this should not be a problem, 
There are some blankets and pillows provided. There is a large communal 
kitchen/dining room, and showers/toilets. The kitchen is equipped with 
crockery, cutlery, and some cooking utensils. You may find it preferable to 
be self contained for cooking utensils etc, There are 3 electric stoves and 
a refrigerator, and a briquette heater provides hot water for the showers. 

. Cost is $1.50 per head per night for adults, and $1,00 for children. This 
should be a good weekend, and a civilised form of ‘camping! which should 
appeal. The itinerary is flexible according to mood, weather etc, but will 
include wildflower areas near Stuart Mill itself, at Hard Hills near St,Arnaud, 
and at Dalyenong on the way home, as well as a visit to the proposed Kara 
Kara State Park above Teddington Res, For further information, contact Rob 
or Glen Moors on 39 6254, or Eric Wilkinson on 46 8736 (not between 
14th - 24th August). 


15. 
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MEETINGS 


August 18th. A slide presentation of selected areas affected by the Land 
Conservation Council Recommendations for North Central Study Area. The aim 
is to provide a pictorial review of those natural features of North Central 
Victoria selected as significant by the L.C.C., including some away from 
Bendigo with which members may be less familiar. 


Sept. 10th. Annual General Meeting. President's Address. 


October 8th. To be announced. 


EXCURSIONS 
(NB New meeting place outside Special Services Complex in Havlin St.) 


Sun. August 24th Afternoon excursion to look at wildflowers in the Piepers 
Hill area at Strathfieldsaye. Meet at Havlin St. at 2.pm. 
Leaders: Roy Speechley, Rob Watkins, 


Sunday Aug. 31st. Bendigo Creek excursion/inspection to aid in compiling 
@ submission to the Public Bodies Review Committee. Meet at Havlin St. 
at 10.0 am. _ 


Weekend Campout 

Sept. 12th - 14th. Stuart Mill Church of England Camp. 

The itinerary will include Teddington Reservoirs, the proposed Kara Kara 
State Park and Hard Hills, St. Arnaud. This excursion will include some 
geology, but is mainly to view the spring wildflower display. 


Further details on page 14. 
Leaders: Rob and Glen Moors; Eric Wilkinson. 


Sat. Oct, 25th Combined excursion to Mount Beckworth near Clunes with Ballarat 
and Maryborough Field Naturalist Clubs. Option of extending into a weekend 
campout. Mount Beckworth is a granite range proposed as a Scenic Reserve by 

the L.C.C. It is noted for its spring wildflower display, and from its 

summit is a marvellous view of the many volcanoes which surround it. 

Further details in Whirrakee 1 (8). 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun. Sept. 7th, 2 pm at Havlin St, 
My, Frank Robbins will demonstrate propagation of plants by cuttings and 
seeds. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Friday Sept. 5th, 7.30 pm at Agriculture Dept., Epsom. 
Speaker: Don Franklin on "Birds of North West Victoria". 
Bird of the Night: Brown and Rufous Song Larks, 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thursday 21st Aug., 7.30 pm at home of Rob and Cynthia Watkins. Edith Oakes 
will show slides of the fossil mammals found in the tar pits near San 
Francisco, U.S.A. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. MEETINGS 


Fri. Aug.15th to Sun.Aug. 17th, Wood Wood, Details on P,12 Whirrakee 1(6). 
Sat. Oct,11th to Sun.Oct. 12th, Maryborough.Details on P. 8 Whirrakee 1(6). 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Correspondence: P.0. Box 396, Bendigo, 3550 


PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick, . 39 6254 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Chris Bunn Averys Rd. E'hawk. 46 8141 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bill Flentje Pilcher St. Bendigo. 43 3950 
SECRETARY Ian MacBean 7 Beebe St. Bendigo. 43 0191 
TREASURER Barbara McDougall 8 Mahon Ave. Bendigo. 43 3852 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.,Gully. 46 8736 
GROUP SECRETARIES 

Bird Observers Glenise Moors Sedgwick. 39 6254 
Mammal Survey Roy Speechley McLeans Rd, Strathfieldsaye.39 5573 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The subscription rates are: 
$4.50 Single, $7.00 Family, $2.00 Pensioner and $2.00 Children. 


Members wishing to obtain Whirrakee posted to them can have this service by 
paying a postage levy of $3.30 per annum. 
Subscription to Whirrakee for non-members is $5.50 per annum, posted. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions: The assembly point for all excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Full day excursions normally 
commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday). Half day excursions normally 
commence at 2 pm, and may be either a Saturday or Sunday. Excursions are 
usually held on the weekend following the General Meeting. 


Junior Field Naturalists Group meets on the first Sunday in each month 
at 2 pm. The assembly point is the Education Special Services Complex in 
Havlin St. East. 


Bird Observers Group meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Conference Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm. 


Mammal Survey Group meets on the third Thursday of each month, except when 
the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C. General Meeting, in which 
case the M.S.G. meeting is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pm in member's homes 
as announced, 
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